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(a) Zone I is enclosed by rhumb lines
connecting, in order, points A, B, C, D,
T, E, F, G, H, I, and J, plus the shore-
line between points A and J. It is un-
lawful to trawl in that part of Zone I
that is in the EEZ during the period
October 5 through May 20, each year.

(b) Zone II is enclosed by rhumb lines
connecting, in order, points J, I, H, K,
L, and M, plus the shoreline between
points J and M.

(c) Zone III is enclosed by rhumb
lines connecting, in order, points P, Q,
R, U, S, and P. It is unlawful to trawl
in that part of Zone III that is in the
EEZ during the period October 5
through May 20, each year.

(d) Zonme IV 1is enclosed by rhumb
lines connecting, in order, points E, N,
S, 0, and E.

(1) It is unlawful to place a stone
crab trap in that part of Zone IV that
is in the EEZ during the periods Octo-
ber 5 through December 1, and April 2
through May 20, each year.

(2) It is unlawful to trawl in that part
of Zone IV that is in the EEZ during
the period December 2 through April 1,
each year.

(e) Zone V is enclosed by rhumb lines
connecting, in order, points F, G, K, L,
and F.

(1) It is unlawful to place a stone
crab trap in that part of Zone V that is
in the EEZ during the periods October
5 through November 30, and March 16
through May 20, each year.

(2) It is unlawful to trawl in that part
of Zone V that it is in the EEZ during
the period December 1 through March
15, each year.

(f) A stone crab trap, float, or rope in
the management area during a period
not authorized by this section will be
considered unclaimed or abandoned
property and may be disposed of in any
manner considered appropriate by the
Assistant Administrator or an author-
ized officer. An owner of such trap,
float, or rope remains subject to appro-
priate civil penalties. A stone crab trap
will be presumed to be the property of
the most recently documented owner.

§654.25 Prevention of gear conflicts.

(a) No person may knowingly place in
the management area any article, in-
cluding fishing gear, that interferes
with fishing or obstructs or damages

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-10 Edition)

fishing gear or the fishing vessel of an-
other; or knowingly use fishing gear in
such a fashion that it obstructs or
damages the fishing gear or fishing ves-
sel of another.

(b) In accordance with the procedures
and limitations of the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for the Stone Crab Fishery
of the Gulf of Mexico, the Regional Ad-
ministrator may modify or establish
separation zones for shrimp trawling
and the use of fixed gear as may be nec-
essary and appropriate to prevent gear
conflicts. Necessary prohibitions or re-
strictions will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.26 Adjustment of management
measures.

In accordance with the procedures
and limitations of the fishery manage-
ment plan for the Stone Crab Fishery
of the Gulf of Mexico, the Regional Ad-
ministrator may establish or modify
the following management measures:
Limitations on the number of traps
that may be fished by each vessel; con-
struction characteristics of traps; gear
and vessel identification requirements;
gear that may be used or prohibited in
a directed fishery; bycatch levels in
non-directed fisheries; seasons; soak/re-
moval periods and requirements for
traps; use, possession and handling of
stone crabs aboard vessels; and min-
imum legal sizes.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.27 Specifically authorized activi-
ties.

The Regional Administrator may au-
thorize, for the acquisition of informa-
tion and data, activities otherwise pro-
hibited by the regulations in this part.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.28 Tortugas marine reserves.

The following activities are prohib-
ited within the Tortugas marine re-
serves: Fishing for any species and an-
choring by fishing vessels.

(a) EEZ portion of Tortugas North. The
area is bounded by rhumb lines con-
necting the following points: From

748



		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-08-25T10:43:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




